Longarm Mask with Ties

Before starting, make sure that you have downloaded the “AC Mask with Ties.gpf”  design file, which we will use to stitch the seam of the masks.  For this QuiltPath method you will be adding the ties with your domestic sewing machine after the masks are cut apart.   
1. With 2 pieces of material that are the same size, stack them right sides together.  Then load them as the “backing” fabric.  
2. Start QuiltPath, and go into Pantograph mode, setting your safe area as large as you can on the material loaded, staying far enough inside your clamps that the base of your longarm will not hit the clamps while you are quilting. 
3. For a medium sized mask, the pattern size needs to be 8.5 inches wide and 5.5 inches wide.  But you can set the size at whatever you want the finished size of your mask to be.  For large masks I have been using fabric sized 9.5 x 6, if they don’t need to cover an n95 mask, and 9.5 X 8 if they will be used as a mask cover.  I have also done some 8 x 5 masks for children.   
4. Select the AC Mask with ties design.
5. Change to Equal – Edges 
[image: ]
6. Select the Size button and lock the aspect lock.  This will let you add patterns and rows while keep the design the size you designated. 


7. In my case, I am on a Millie 30, so I can stitch about 23 inches at a time.  You want to add the number of rows you can stitch and make sure that you still have at least a ½ inch between the rows so that you can cut the masks apart.  Because I want to be able to easily reach the designs,I will be stitching 3 rows so I am going to enter a height of 17.5 inches which will give me the ½ between the masks.  
[image: ]
8. Now I need to put the number of masks I want to quilt across my space.   I need at least a ½ inch of space between the masks.   I can only fit 8 masks across with a ½ inch between them, in 80 inches.  For 8 masks and the space between then I need 71.5 inches.  If I set my width to that I will have 9.5 inches left over of both materials that I can use to make strips for ties.  
[image: ]
9. You are now ready to tap Quilt As A Single Pattern, which will  fill the entire Quiltable space for your longarm with masks.  


10. Choose the Settings button at the top of the screen and change your Setting to One Point Corner and  make sure that Pause At Trimlines is not checked.  
[image: ]
11. DO NOT OPTIMIZE, we need the jump-stitches to be able to turn masks right side out after they come off the longarm.  
12. Using One Point-Corner, you just need to move your machine to where you want the top right corner of the top right mask to be positioned and then tap the placement button.  
13. Quilt Path will then quilt the entire setup.   I have put larger tack off stitches in so that the opening will be re-enforced both for when you are turn the masks and for the users to insert filters if they would like.  
14. [bookmark: _GoBack]Once the first pass is done, simply roll them up onto the take up roller and you are ready to place another set of masks.  Remember to drop down about a ½ inch from the bottom of what you have already stitched, but it is even okay if the masks don’t line up right under each other.  We just need them to be inside your safe area. 
If you need help with finishing the masks, we have instructions coming for that too!  Watch APQS.com for more information and videos!
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