Longarm Mask with Elastic

The “AC Mask with Elastic.gpf” design file that is included with this guide  will stitch the mask outline, then do 4 tack stitches that will stitch the elastic.  Once that is done, you will carefully cover the mask and elastic with the second piece of fabric right side facing down.  The last step will stitch the seam with the elastic between the 2 pieces of material.   
1. Load the first piece of fabric on the longarm like you would a backing, but in this case we want the right side of the fabric to face up.  
2. Go into Pantograph, set your safe area as you normally would, then
a. set up a pantograph that is 5.5 inches tall.  
b. Select the AC Mask file
c. Set the pattern width to 8.5 inches
d. Then select the Bottom of the three 3 heart buttons, which is Equal – Edges
e. You will want to set the width of your quilt to less then your safe area.  And then add the number of pattern repeats that will fit into the width that you have entered.  You will need about an inch between the masks to give yourself a little space to maneuver the fabric between the masks.  
3. You will need two 7-inch pieces of elastic for each mask you want to sew.  
4. Quilt as a single pattern.  
5. Use the One Point Corner placement setting.
6. Go in to Settings and put a check in Pause at Trimlines.  
7. DO NOT OPTIMIZE the design.  You want the jump stitches so that you can add the elastic.  
8. Move the longarm to the point that you want to be the top left corner of the first mask and use the button to select that position as your alignment mark.  
9. Either use Toolbox|Move to Start Point or Pull bobbin to move to your start point.  
10. Tap sew and it will sew the mask outline. When prompted with the “Move to Next Button”, tap the  toolbox button, then release the carriage.  That will let you move the carriage and get your bobbin thread up to the top so that you can cut the threads.  
11. THEN tap the Move To Next button.  It will move counter clockwise from where it stopped.  
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12. Bring your bobbin thread up.   Carefully place your elastic over the stitch line just above the corner and tap sew, it will sew back and forth across your elastic 3 times, you will then get the Move to Next button.   If you want to end the stitching, you need to tap the Toolbox first and then Release Carriage, take care of the threads THEN tap Move to Next.
13. Which will put you just below the top right corner, get your bobbin thread up to the top of your fabric and carefully put the other end of your elastic under the top right corner of the stitch line.   If find it easier to slightly stretch the elastic so that I can keep the end flat on the surface of the quilt and still keep my fingers away from the hopping foot.  
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14. Tap sew and it will sew over elastic 3 times.  
15. You will proceed to the other side and sew both ends of the second piece of elastic the same way.  
16. Once the last end of elastic is sewn down, you will want to tap Toolbox|Release Carriage and move the longarm out of the way.   The first time you might want to tape the elastic so that the centers stay toward the center of the mask, but after the first couple, I started being able to just move the elastic toward the center.  Then smooth fabric 2 over the top of the space Right Side facing down.  I do find it easier to have a long strip of fabric. I did wider then the height than the mask in my row and about 7.5 inches tall.  
17. With the left end of fabric 2 cover the mask we are working on, tap Move To Next and bring your bobbin thread to the top and then sew the final seam.  I put in an extra large backtack so that the opening was really strong if the person wearing the mask wants to put a filter in it.  
18. [bookmark: _GoBack]Once that last seam is complete, Move to Next and move the 2nd fabric out of your way.  Sew the outline of the design for the next mask and you are on your way.  
If you need help with finishing the masks, we have instructions coming for that too!  Watch APQS.com for more information and videos!
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